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Preface 


F773k 


This  history  might  be  a  little  different  than  many,  because  I  have  been 
so  fascinated  with  things  that  most  of  the  church  members  take  absolutely 
for  granted.  The  nature  of  the  farming  community  with  its  rock  base  of 
family  continuity  and  the  solid  connection  to  the  earth  has  never  ceased  to 
be  a  surprise  and  a  wonder  to  me,  a  person  who  spent  all  of  her  years  in 
cities  and  suburbs. 

This  is  why  family  history  of  church  members  took  up  so  much  of  the 
time  I've  spent  on  this  project.  There  is  still  more  to  do.  I'm  afraid  that 
what  was  such  a  joy  for  me  to  write  might  be  a  little  tedious  to  read  for  you 
who  already  know  all  this,  and  more  besides.  From  that  point  of  view,  I'm 
a  poor  choice  to  write  a  history,  but  from  my  own  point  of  view,  doing  this 
has  been  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  pleasurable  things  I  have  ever 
done. 

In  trying  to  trace  these  family  connections  I  have  consulted  with 
several  knowledgeable  older  members:  Lacy  and  Pearl  Barefoot,  Lou 
Lee,  Lois  Lee,  Bernice  Lee,  Helen  Wood,  Woodrow  and  Varena  Wood, 
Ira  B.  Lee,  Millie  Norris,  and  James  William  and  Marveline  Lee.  Mr.  Ira 
B.  Lee  is  not  a  member,  but  is  a  genealogists  by  avocation.  In  addition,  I 
consulted  the  obituary  files,  histories  and  other  materials  with  the  help  of 
Mrs.  MargaretLee,  in  The  Johnston  County  Room  in  the  Smithfield  Public 
Library.  I  also  used  the  Marriage  Registers  of  Johnston  County  Vol.  I 
1867-1880  and  Vol.  II  1881-1900,  compiled  and  edited  by  Elizabeth  E. 
Ross  and  Ray  King.  With  all  this  help,  I  have  probably  still  made  mistakes 
and  beg  forgiveness  of  anyone  whose  family  members  I  have  confused  or 
omitted.  I  also  ask  anyone  who  finds  errors  to  please  let  me  know  so  I  can 
correct  them. 


Introduction 


Those  Who  Came  Before  Us: 
Early  Baptists  in  Johnston  County 

There  were  at  least  two  kinds  of  Baptists  in  England,  the  "Particular 
Baptists"  who  believed,  with  Calvin,  that  God  "elected"  particular  people 
to  be  saved,  and  the  "General  Baptists"  who  believed,  with  Jacob  Arminius, 
that  all  who  accepted  Jesus  as  Lord  and  Saviour  would  be  saved.  Both 
kinds  of  Baptists  came  to  America;  both  kinds  were  found  in  Johnston 
County.  Here,  the  two  kinds  evolved  into  Primitive  Baptists  (more  like  the 
Particular  Baptists)  and  Missionary  Baptists  (more  like  the  General 
Baptists).  Free  Will  Baptists  were  also  more  like  the  General  Baptists. 

Primitive  Baptists 

After  the  Revolution,  Baptists  began  to  thrive  in  Johnston  County,  and 
the  Baptists  who  dominated  the  scene  in  the  area  were  the  Primitive 
Baptists. 

Middle  Creek  Church  was  founded  in  1756,  although  it  didn't  become 
Primitive  Baptists  until  1829.  It  is  located  in  Wake  County,  about  two 
miles  away  from  the  Johnston  County  line.  Still,  Middle  Creek  is  the 
Mother  Church  of  Johnston  County  Baptists  too,  because  it  was  the  first 
in  this  area.  The  Raleigh  First  Baptist  Church  is  one  of  her  offspring,  but 
two  Johnston  County  churches,  Fellowship  Church  in  western  Johnston 
County,  founded  in  the  early  1800' s  and  Mill  Creek  Baptist  Church  are 
also  her  daughter  churches. 

Mill  Creek  Baptist  Church  is  now  a  Disciples  of  Christ  denomination, 
but  was  a  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  The  members  celebrated  their  200th 
anniversary  in  May,  1993.  Mill  Creek  became  a  mother  church  for 
Johnston  County.  Union  Meeting  House,  founded  1806  in  Brodgen,  and 
Hannah's  Creek  Baptist  Church,  founded  1817,  were  offsprings  of  Mill 
Creek  Church.  Middle  Creek,  Old  Union,  and  Hannah's  Creek  all  were 
Primitive  Baptists. 

Free  Will  Baptists 

There  were  five  Free  Will  Baptists  Churches  in  North  Carolina  in 
1812.  Free  Will  Baptists  were  quite  strong  in  Johnston  County  in  the  late 
19th  century.  Free  Will  Baptists  even  influenced  some  Particular  Baptists. 
Shubal  Stearns,  the  fiery  preacher  who  organized  the  Sandy  Creek  Asso 
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ciation,  preached  in  Johnston  County,  and  made  an  impression.  Richard 
Furman  was  another  famous  Preacher,  who  preached  missions  in  the  early 
1800's. 

Missionary  Baptists 

These  differences  among  Baptists  started  in  theology:  whether  God 
had  already  "elec  ted' '  the  saved,  or  whether  all  who  accepted  Christ  as  their 
personal  Savior  are  saved.  If  you  believed  the  first  position,  you  were  a 
Primitive  Baptist  and  saw  no  point  in  missions,  or  Sunday  School,  or 
evangelism.  If  you  believed  the  second  position,  you  were  a  Missionary 
Baptist  or  a  Free  Will  Baptist  and  all  three  of  these  things  mattered  a  great 
deal,  since  they  were  the  work  of  Christians.  The  theology  ended  in  action. 
It  decided  what  the  work  of  a  church  was  to  be,  whether  you  died  to  save 
others  or  not,  whether  you  had  Sunday  School  or  not,  and,  most  of  all 
whether  you  worked  for  missions  or  not. 

Uniting  under  a  strong  belief  in  missions,  Baptists  from  the  several 
factions  mentioned  above  at  last  united  as  Missionary  Baptists.  By  1851, 
Missionary  Baptists  in  North  Carolina  were  waxing:  539  churches,  and 
39,000  members;  Primitive  Baptists  were  waning:  186  churches  with 
6,000  members.  There  were,  however,  some  counties  in  the  State  where 
the  reverse  was  true,  for  a  time  anyway,  and  one  of  these  was  Johnston 
County. 

In  1832  the  Baptist  Church  of  Smithfield  was  founded  by  the  Baptist 
State  Convention,  which  itself  began  in  1830.  For  a  time  after  the  Civil 
War,  however,  the  Smithfield  Church  was  almost  dead.  A  lone  lady,  the 
saintly  Aunt  Patsey  Crocker,  swept  out  the  unused  sanctuary  every 
Saturday  and  knelt  and  prayed  for  better  days.  After  the  Civil  War,  the 
Primitive  Baptists  were  dominant  in  Johnston  County,  and  they  remained 
so  into  the  1890's. 

But  the  Smithfield  Church  did  revive.  They  founded  a  number  of 
daughter  churches  in  the  surrounding  area.  Mr.  J.  M  Beaty,  a  dedicated 
member  of  Smithfield  Baptist  helped  in  founding  these  churches.  Great 
changes  were  beginning  in  Johnston  County. 

In  time,  however,the  Missionary  Baptists  would  dominate  not  just  the 
religious  life  of  Johnston  County,  but  the  cultural  life.  As  Thomas  J. 
Lassiter  (who  wrote  the  history  on  which  I  have  based  the  above)  wrote 
"We  can  say  that  the  birth  of  this  First  Baptist  Church  of  Smithfield  was 
no  accident,  mat  it  was  born  of  a  North  Carolina  Renaissance  that  linked 
Christ  with  Culture." 

In  one  step  toward  that  rebirth  which  linked  Christ  with  Culture, 
thirteen  members  of  the  Smithfield  Church,  and  one  member  of  Union 
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Grove  Church  held  a  revival,  led  by  Rev.  Wiley  Page  of  Sampson 
County,  in  Mr.  Josh  Blackman*  s  store  at  Blackman's  Crossroads.  This  old 
store  was  located  in  a  small  building  which  stood  where  Eldridges'  Store 
now  stands.  Those  fourteen  became  the  Charter  members  of  Blackman's 
Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  1893. 
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I.  THE  CHARTER  MEMBERS 
THE  FIRST  GENERATION 


Susan  B .  Williams  Wood  was  the  first  member  of  the  new  B  lackman*  s 
Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Her  letter  of  transmission  from  Union 
Grove  Church  is  dated  August  11, 1893. 

In  addition  to  Susan  Wood,  thirteen  members  of  the  Smithfield 
Baptist  Church  were  granted  letters  of  dismission  "dated  August  1 8, 1 893 
to  organize  Blackman's  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church."  The  charter 
members  were: 

Brothers 

Frank  P.  Wood 
George  W.  Lee 
T.  D.  Lee 
E.  W.  Marlar 
M.  H.  Barefoot 
W.  H.  Wood 
J.  M.  Blackman 
G.  P.  Lee 

These  individuals  in  fact  had  ties  of  kinship  which  were,  and  still  are 
a  great  strength  of  our  church.  Rather  than  individual  persons,  it  is  truer 
to  say  that  a  group  of  connected  families  formed  the  foundation  of 
Blackman* s  Grove  Church.  Some  of  these  connections  (it  would  require 
a  giant  computer  and  an  eon  of  time  to  discover  and  connect  all  of  them) 
will  be  discussed  here. 

THE  WOODS 

Susan  Wood  was  33  years  old  and  already  the  mother  of  six  children 
in  1893.  Frank  P.  Wood  was  39  when  Blackman's  Grove  Church  was 
founded.  This  couple  became  the  father  and  mother  of  the  church  in  more 
than  one  sense.  Not  only  were  they  among  the  founders,  and  active 
workers,  but  their  children,  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren  have 
been  and  still  are  members  of  this  church. 

A  century  ago,  George  W.,  their  oldest  child  was  13  years  old,  and 
may  have  been  one  of  the  founding  members.  The  letter  from  the 
Smithfield  church  list  George  W.  Lee.  There  are  no  further  references  to 
George  W.  Lee  in  the  minutes,  however  G.  W.  Wood  is  listed.  Emerson, 
who  died  young,  was  11,  Charlie  was  10,  Adkin  9,  Minnie,  the  only  girl, 
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Sisters 

Susan  B.  Wood 
Marina  Godwin 
Bettie  F.  Lee 
Narcissa  Jane  Marler 
Selula  Barefoot 
Julia  B.Wood 


was  7,  and  the  baby  was  two  year  old  Nogah.  Minnie's  great-grandsons, 
Michael  Johnson  and  Wayne  Holley,  became  members  in  1993  and  1990 
respectively.  Nogah's  great-granddaughter,  Angie  Wood,  became  a 
member  on  August  11,  1990,  and  his  great-grandson,  Anthony  Wood 
joined  in  1991. 

THEMAHLERS 

(Also  written  as  Marlar  and  Marler,  and  finally  Mahler,  this  last 
spelling  will  be  used  here  for  consistency) 

Emanuel  W.  Mahler  and  Narcissa  Jane  Barber  Mahler  were  already 
the  parents  of  grown  and  married  children.  Emmanuel  Mahler  himself  was 
excluded  by  his  own  request  in  December,  1893,  but  his  children  and 
grandchildren  became  members. 

E.  W.  and  Narcissa' s  son,  J.  R.  (John  Ransom)  was  married  to 
Cornelia  Parker  and  both  were  members.  Their  son  E.  W.  (Jr. ,  I  suppose) 
was  married  to  Martha  Blackman,  and  their  daughter  Delia  was  married  to 
William  Allen  Lee,  an  early  active  member  until  he  moved  his  member- 
ship to  Four  Oaks,  in  1919.  Another  daughter  of  Emmanuel  and  Narcissa, 
Rosetta,  maried  J.  H.  ("Ike")  Lee  and  became  the  mother  of  more  church 
members.  Their  children  were  raised  in  the  church  and  J.R.,  E.W.,  Rosetta 
and  Delia  were  all  members.  J.R.'s  children  were  raised  in  the  church  as 
well.  When  J.R.'s  daughter,  Elsie,  who  married  Earnest  Johnson,  died  in 
1992  she  was  97  years  old,  and  at  that  time  the  oldest  member.  Her  brother 
E.  Nuel  was  also  an  active  member  at  one  time. 

THE  LEES 

Thomas  D.  Lee  was  married  to  one  of  the  early  members,  Hattie  Lee. 
She  is  not  listed  among  the  founders,  but  she  is  buried  in  Blackman' s 
Grove  Cemetery.  Thomas  D.  was  a  church  delegate  to  meetings  twice  and 
moved  his  membership  to  Hood's  Grove  Church  shortly  after  it  was 
founded. 

G.  P.  Lee,  a  charter  member  and  Sophronia  Blackman  were  married 
a  year  after  the  church  was  founded.  William  Allen  Lee  and  Delia  Mahler 
Lee  (daughter  of  Emanuel  W.  and  Narcissa  Jane  Barber  mentioned  above) 
became  active  members  until  they  joined  the  Four  Oaks  Baptist  Church  in 
1919.  Pharoh  and  Lewey  Lee  who  joined  in  the  early  days  became  parents, 
grandparents  and  great-grandparents  of  members. 
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THE JOHNSONS 


The  Johnsons  entered  our  church  family  with  John  G.  Johnson  who 
married  Minnie,  the  only  daughter  of  Frank  and  Susan  Wood.  Twelve 
children  were  born  to  the  Johnsons  and  the  line  continues  in  the  church 
today.  Several  children  moved  away,  but  sons  Junius,  Elton  and  Charles 
V.  and  his  wife  Emma  continued  in  attendance  at  Blackman's  Grove.  John 
G.  and  Minnie's  grandson  J.  W.  Johnson  and  his  wife,  Phyllis  Stephenson 
Johnson  are  active  members  with  J.  W.  serving  as  a  deacon  and  financial 
secretary  and  Phyllis  serving  as  Sunday  School  secretary.  J.  W.  and 
Phyllis'  youngest  son,  Michael  became  a  member  in  1993. 

John  G.  and  Minnie's  son  Earl  and  his  wife  Margaree  Raynor  Johnson 
are  very  active  members.  Earl  currently  serves  as  a  Trustree  for  the  church. 
Earl  and  Margaree' s  son  Benton  and  daughter  Susan  are  also  members. 

Minnie  and  John '  s  son  Frank  was  also  a  member  until  he  died  in  1 973 . 
Frank's  widow,  Mary  Rose  Strickland,  is  an  active  member,  as  is  their 
daughter,  Carolyn  Holley.  Carolyn's  son,  Wayne,  is  one  of  the  newer 
members. 

Minnie  and  John  G.'s  daughter,  Pearl,  married  Lacy  Barefoot  (church 
clerk  1933-1935  and  1945-1947)  and  the  Barefoot  family  became  part  of 
the  church.  Lacy  and  Pearl's  daughter,  Louise,  is  a  member  and  served  as 
church  clerk  from  1951  to  1965. 

THE  HAYES  AND  PHELPS  FAMILIES 

New  families  were  joining  the  church.  One  was  the  Hayes  family. 
Philander  L.  who  was  Church  clerk  in  1901  and  Ezekiel  B.  who  followed 
him  in  1902  and  served  until  1909  were  part  of  this  family.  Their  mother, 
Fannie,  and  their  sister,  Susie  C.  and  her  husband  Young  Williams.  E.B.'s 
wife  ,  Sinda  Massengill,  and  P.L.'s  wife,  Phereby  Wood,  were  members 
for  a  time. 

The  Phelps  family  also  were  members  for  a  time.  Alexander  Howard 
Phelps,  his  first  wife  Leonora,  their  daughters,  Hessie  Pearl  and  Ruby,  and 
eventually  the  second  Mrs.  Phelps,  Lyda  Lee  Phelps  were  members.  This 
family  left  Blackman's  Grove  Church  in  1908. 

SOME  LEFT,  SOME  WERE  ASKED  TO  LEAVE 

Two  other  founding  members  left  very  soon  after  the  Church  began. 
The  year  1893  was  not  ended  before  Marina  Godwin  was  excluded  at  her 
own  request  In  1894,  W.  H.  Wood  did  the  same  and  in  1894,  one  of  the 
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charter  members  was  excluded  with  the  sardonic  comment  that  he  had 
departed  from  the  faith  of  the  Baptists  and  had  been  "carried  away  by  the 
so-called  sanctification"  of  some  other  faith.  This  reflects  the  spirit  of  the 
times,  when  people  were  searching  for  the  correct  interpretation  of  the 
Scriptures  and  what  they  should  do  when  they  believed  they  had  found  it. 

Like  other  Baptist  churches  during  this  time,  there  were  constant 
exclusions  for  misdeeds:  "walking  disorderly,  too  much  drinking,  depart- 
ing from  the  faith,  neglect  of  duty,  or  acting  disobedient.**  Others  left  in 
a  more  orderly  fashion,  asking  for  a  letter  of  dismission  attesting  to  their 
good  standing  which  they  would  present  to  a  church  that  they  preferred 
belonging  to  for  convenience,  or  some  other  respectable  reason. 

For  this  reason,  the  membership  list  constantly  fluctuated.  The  first 
membership  list  is  found  on  pages  7  and  9  of  the  First  Church  Book.  There 
was  one  list  for  males  and  one  for  females;  apparently  it  was  not  seemly 
to  mix  the  genders,  even  on  the  page  of  a  book.  Possibly  the  lists  written 
out  on  pages 200 and 202  of  the  First  Book  of  Minutes,  in  the  beautiful  hand 
of  Joseph  Wood,  church  clerk  from  October,  1915  to  December  1916,  are 
the  second  list.  In  the  first  list, there  are  1 8  males  and  30  females,  for  a  total 
of  48  members.  On  the  second  list  there  are  67  members  listed,  27  males 
and  34  females.  (The  Johnston  County  Baptist  Association  records  63 
members  for  1915  and  69  members  for  1916.)  The  third  list  on  pages  212 
and  214,  show  another  increase.  A  fourth  list,  in  which  men  and  women's 
names  are  mixed,  probably  dates  from  the  1920*s  and  shows  the  modern 
influence  by  having  the  men  and  women  on  the  same  list.  The  Johnston 
County  Baptist  Association  stopped  recording  male  and  female  members 
separately  in  1922.  At  the  end  of  this  history  some  of  these  lists  can  be 
found. 

READING  THE  MINUTES  100  YEARS  LATER 

The  first  "Church  Conference'*  as  the  business  meetings  were  called, 
was  held  on  Saturday,  September  16, 1893.  In  the  phrase  used  at  the  time 
"the  doors  of  the  church  were  opened'*  and  two  new  members  were 
received,  Susan  C.  Lee  and  W.  (Wiley)  N.  Johnson,  who  immediately 
became  the  first  church  clerk.  One  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  was  raised 
for  a  church  book,  the  one  that  this  first  chapter  is  based  on. 

Services  were  held  on  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  sometimes  on  week- 
days. The  preacher  would  come  on  Saturday,  hold  services  and  preach, 
perhaps  moderate  a  conference,  and  stay  over  at  the  house  of  a  member. 
Mrs.  Elsie  Mahler  Johnson,  in  an  interview  a  few  years  before  her  death, 
remembered  many  preachers  staying  at  her  father's  house  during  the  early 
1900' s.  Then  a  service  was  held  again  on  Sunday  and  the  preacher 


10 


departed  for  another  month. 

There  were  six  conferences  recorded  in  1893,  four  in  1894,  none  in 
1895,  two  in  1897,  none  in  1898  and  one  in  1899.  During  this  time,  and 
for  some  time  to  come,  services  were  held  no  more  than  once  a  month.  F. 
H.  Poston,  the  pastor  of  the  Smithfield  Baptist  Church,  traveled  here  and 
also  to  other  churches.  If  the  pastor  couldn't  get  here,  there  was  usually 
no  service,  but  occasionally  there  would  be  a  visiting  preacher.  The  first 
of  these  was  a  W.  R.  Walice  of  Selma,  whose  name  does  not  appear  in  the 
Johnston  County  Baptist  Association  records.  Another  preacher  who 
come  was  the  well  known  N.  H.  Gibbs,  whose  name  appears  many  times 
in  the  history  of  the  JCB  A. 

Until  the  turn  of  the  century,  Blackman's  Grove  Church  continued  in 
this  way,  adding  a  few  members,  sending  delegates  to  the  Raleigh 
Association  Meetings,  and  to  other  "Union"  meetings  locally,  and  holding 
services  about  once  a  month,  whenever  Rev.  Poston  could  come,  or  a 
substitue  could  be  found. 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS  OF  THE  FIRST  GENERATION 

After  1900  the  church  began  to  grow,  although  slowly  at  first.  This 
growth  was  due  to  the  efforts  of  men  like  Rev.  J.  W.  Suttle.  The  Baptist 
State  Mission  Board  was  worried  about  Johnston  County,  and  sent  a 
"missionary"  in  1897,  Rev.  John  W.  Suttle.  He  became  pastor  of  the 
Smithfield  Church  and  of  several  outlying  churches.  Rev.  Suttle  was  a 
man  of  stunning  energy.  He  spearheaded  the  move  for  a  separate  Johnston 
County  Baptist  Association.  He  became  the  President  of  the  State  Baptist 
Convention  at  the  age  of  75  and  he  served  in  many,  many  posts  at  the 
county  and  state  level  of  Baptist  organization.  He  is  credited  with  pushing 
the  influence  of  Missionary  Baptists  who  have  now  become  the  dominant 
denomination  in  Johnston  County.  He  was  our  second  pastor. 

The  minutes  of  the  first  20  years,  the  first  generation,  of  Blackman's 
Grove  Church  included  a  few  financial  matters,  such  as  taking  up  a 
collection  of  $1.30  for  the  Association^  Fund  (the  Raleigh  Association) 
in  October  1893,  and  raising  $267.00  in  October  1900  to  help  build  "The 
Mills  Memorial  Building  at  the  Baptist  Orphanage  at  Thomasville",  and 
setting  the  third  Pastor's  (J.  B.  Justice)  salary  at  $1.00.  The  Church 
appointed  a  Treasurer,  Bill  (W.  H.)  Cole  in  1897  to  take  care  of  these 
financial  matters  as  well  as  making  contributions  to  the  Association.  After 
1904,  when  the  Johnston  County  Baptist  Association  separated  from  the 
Raleigh  group,  there  are  JCB  A  records  of  Blackman's  Grove  Church's 
contributions,  and  of  their  expenditures  on  local  needs  and  local  missions 
and  good  works.  But  by  far  the  greater  space  in  the  minutes  was  given  to 
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two  other  topics.  First,  the  exclusions  and  withdrawls  of  members,  and 
second,  sending  delegates  to  Union  and  Associaton  meetings. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The  minutes  mention  numerous  discussions  of  members  misdeeds, 
and  committees  organized  to  call  on  supposedly  misbehaving  members,  to 
"get  satisfication".  Sometimes,  but  not  often,  a  reconciliation  between  the 
straying  member  and  the  Church  was  effected.  If  this  didn't  happen,  the 
members  voted  on  whether  to  exclude  the  object  of  all  this  attention. 
Usually  the  Church  voted  to  exclude,  or  to  "withdraw  fellowship". 
Sometimes,  even  after  all  that,  the  person  excluded  would  return  and  be 
"restored",  with  affectionate  expressions  of  Christian  love  at  this  happy 
result. 

The  concern  was  membership,  and  each  departure  at  a  members' 
request  was  noted.  Hood's  Grove  Church  was  founded  in  1903  and  some 
of  Blackman's  Grove  Church  members  moved  there,  others  went  to  Four 
Oaks  and  Wilson  Mills.  Some  received  letters  stating  that  they  were  in 
good  standing  to  "any  church  of  the  same  faith  and  order". 

Those  joining  the  church  were  not  always  mentioned.  However  the 
membership  list  was  updated  from  time  to  time. 

DELEGATES 

Blackman' s  Grove  Church,  being  founded  as  an  offspring  of  Smithfield 
Church,  itselt  founded  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  kept  in  touch  with 
the  baptist  associations  (Raleigh  until  1903  when  the  Johnston  Baptist 
Association  split  off)  and  Sunday  School  and  other  organizations.  From 
the  firstrecorded  meeting,  delegates  were  chosen.  This  gives  us  the  picture 
of  Blackman's  Grove  as  being  "in  touch"  with  higher  level  Baptists 
organizations,  even  though  it  remained  a  small  church. 

The  recording  of  delegates  also  show  us  who  the  active  members 
were.  Frank  P.  Wood  was  a  delegate  eleven  times  from  1893  to  1906.  J. 
M.  Blackman  was  a  delegate  fourteen  times  in  the  same  period.  George 
P.  Lee,  Wiley  N.  Johnson,  P.  L.  Hayes,  E.  B.  Hayes,  Earnest  Grice,  G.  W. 
Wood,  Charlie  Wood,  J.  R.  Mahler,  W.  B.  Creech  &  J.  G.  Johnson  also 
were  frequent  delegates.  Blackman's  Grove  kept  in  touch. 

Of  the  fourteen  charter  members,  four  (E.  W.  Mahler,  M.  H. 
Barefood,  W.  H.  Wood  and  Marina  Godwin)  were  no  longer  members  by 
1897. 
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Marina  Godwin 
E.  W.  Mahler 
W.  H.  Wood 
M.  H.  Barefoot 


own  request  October  15, 1893 
December  17, 1893 
June  2, 1894 
March  20,  1987 


The  Woods,  Mahlers,  Lees,  Johnsons,  Hayes'  and  the  Blackmail's 
were  intertwining  in  kinship.  These  families  were  bringing  up  their 
famihes  in  the  church.  Mrs.  Elsie  Johnson  spoke  of  the  feeling  of  family 
that  united  the  church  members.  After  service,  they  often  went  to  one 
another's  homes  to  eat  together.  Mrs.  Elsie  said  "If  we  went  with  them  or 
they  came  with  us,  it  didn't  matter,  we  were  like  family  to  one  another." 
This  was  an  accomplishment  too,  the  many  ties  that  held  the  members 
together  helped  in  the  successful  work  of  the  church.  Although  the 
membership  was  small  (about  70  in  1916),  the  church  was  strong. 

THE  CULTURAL  STRUGGLE :  FORMING  A  CHURCH  OF 
LIKE-MINDED  CHRISTIANS 

The  struggles  with  exclusions,  dismissions,  withdrawal  of  fellow- 
ship, restorations,  withdrawing  at  own  request,  leaving  to  join  other 
churches  or  just  requesting  a  letter  to  "any  church  of  the  same  faith  and 
order"  may  seem  to  suggest  that  the  early  Baptists  were  a  very  contentious 
set  of  people.  I  think  this  may  not  be  the  case  at  all.  It  is  hard  to  be  certain 
without  more  information,  but  one  educated  guess  is  that  these  struggles 
had  to  do  with  what  Thomas  Lassiter  had  suggested,  "unite  Christ  and 
culture".  Years  later  Preacher  Sutdes  remembered  Johnston  County  of  the 
1890' s  as  a  "wilderness"  abounding  in  "boodeggers  and  roughnecks". 
The  pioneers  needed  to  be  rough,  and  self-willed,  but  the  coming  of  the 
twentieth  century,  including  the  rise  of  the  Missionary  Baptists  made  that 
roughness  less  necessary.  The  church  played  a  role  in  the  culture  of 
smoothing  that  out.  The  Christian  ideals  included  sobriety,  sexual  re- 
straint, honesty,  faithfulness  to  church  duties,  and  so  forth.  There  was 
perhaps  a  little  problem  of  different  opinions  about  who  should  judge  the 
behavior,  so  arguments  were  almost  inevitable.  The  church  members  held 
high  standards  and ,  like  most  of  us  humans,  found  it  easier  to  see  the  error 
of  others  way.  The  Church  covenant  expressed  this  ideal  in  the  fourth  and 
fifth  Articles  mis  way: 

"Fourth  -  We  covenant  and  agree  to  walk  in  love  and  live  in  peace, 
to  sympathize  with  each  other  under  all  conditions  and  circum- 
stances in  life,  to  pray  with  and  for  one  another  and  to  exhort  and 
stir  each  other  unto  every  good  word  and  work. 
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Fifth  -  We  solemnly  promise  by  the  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  watch  over  each  other  with  all  kindness  and  Christian  affec- 
tion, not  suffering  sin  to  rest  upon  a  brother,  but  so  far  as  God  in 
his  providence  shall  make  it  known  to  us,  we  will,  in  all  cases  of 
offense  take  our  Lord's  direction  in  the  18th  chapter  of  Matthew 
which  says,  'Moreover,  if  thy  brother  shall  trespass  against  thee, 
go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  you  and  him  alone;  if  he  shall 
hear  thee  thou  hastgained  thy  brother,  But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee 
then  take  with  thee  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or 
three  witnesses  every  word  may  be  established.  And  if  he  shall 
neglect  to  hear  them,  tell  it  unto  the  church;  but  if  he  neglect  to 
hear  the  church,  let  him  be  unto  thee  as  an  heathenman  and  a 
Publican  and  we  will  use  our  utmost  endeavor  to  maintian  a 
scriptural  discipline  in  the  church." 

This  is  exactly  what  they  did.  In  addition  to  the  covenant,  there  were 
23  Rules  and  Regulations,  which  outlined  courteous,  loving  and  demo- 
cratic ways  that  issues  were  to  be  decided.  One  of  the  rules  was  that  the 
"rules  of  decorum"  should  be  read  at  each  Conference.  In  these  ways,  the 
early  members  set  high  standards  that  might  not  have  been  those  of  the 
community  at  the  time.  It's  a  testament  to  the  church's  effectiveness  that 
the  rules  now  seem  like  common  courtesy. 

CONNECTIONS  TO  BAPTIST  ORGANIZATIONS 

Delegates  were  sent  to  Smithfield  and  Raleigh  in  1893  and  1894. 
From  then  until  1900  there  were  none  sent,  but  after  1900  delegates  were 
sent  every  year.  Having  John  W.  Suttle  as  pastor  started  the  church  off  with 
this  good  practice,  which  continued  under  D.  F.  Putnam,  J.  B.  Justice,  G. 
H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Smith,  W.  D.  Harringnton  and  R.  M.  von  Miller. 

When  a  Trustee  Committee  was  formed  on  February  5,  1916  it 
marked  two  important  things.  First,  it  showed  that  the  church  was  setting 
up  a  permanent  system  of  stewardship  and  second,  it  showed  that  a  new 
generation  was  coming  of  age  because  each  member  of  the  Committee  was 
the  child  of  a  founding  member.  The  Trustees  were  E.  Nuel  Mahler,  the 
son  of  E.  W.  and  Nogah  Wood  (the  baby  Wood  when  the  church  was 
founded)  and  his  older  brother,  George  W.,  the  sons  of  Frank  P.  and  Susan 
Wood.  A  new  generation  was  taking  over.  The  church  had  a  solid 
organization,  and  new  members  were  coming  along  and  taking  their  places 
among  the  officers  of  the  church. 
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H.  THE  SECOND  GENERATION 


The  first  sign  in  the  minutes  that  the  rising  generation  was  beginning 
to  take  up  the  work  of  the  church  is  the  list  of  delegates  to  the  Association 
meeting  in  Selma  in  the  minutes  for  January  15, 1916.  Included  was  Nogah 
Wood,  who  was  a  baby  of  2  years  when  the  Church  was  founded,  and  was 
now  a  young  man  of  25  years. 

From  around  1916  into  the  1920's  the  children  who  were  born  to  the 
church  members  around  the  time  of  the  church  founding  were  coming  of 
age  and  taking  part  They  were  not  the  only  church  members  of  course, 
new  members  joined  who  were  the  first  of  their  family.  In  some  cases,  this 
was  the  start  of  a  whole  new  family  joining. 

MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH 

Going  back  a  hundred  years  means  depending  on  the  church  minutes, 
and  these  changed  through  time.  At  the  beginning,  the  minutes  were  filled 
with  changes  in  membership,  who  left,  who  was  excluded  and  why,  but  the 
names  of  those  who  joined  were  not  always  noted. 

At  the  October  meeting  in  1899,  the  clerk  began  to  record  the  results 
of  the  roll  call;  how  many  present,  how  many  absent.  Attendance  varied 
from  13%  to  67%  with  an  average  of  33%.  This  was  true  for  the  whole 
period  from  1899  to  19 16.  Only  five  times  in  all  that  time  were  there  more 
members  present  than  absent  The  total  membership  in  1900  was  37,  it 
hovered  around  47  until  1904,  then  stayed  around  57  until  1908  when  it 
was  in  the  low  60* s,  where  it  stayed,  with  a  few  fluctuations  until  the  end 
of  World  War  II. 

GREAT  CHANGES  AND  GROWTH 

This  period,  about  the  end  of  World  War  I,  is  when  the  new  generation 
came  into  active  participation.  This  was  a  point  of  many  changes.  On 
Saturday,  September  18, 1915,  J.  G.  Johnson  resigned  as  clerk;  at  the  next 
meeting  Joseph  Wood  replaced  him.  At  the  September  meeting,  the 
minutes  noted,  "The  health  of  the  church  was  reported  good." 

From  this  "healthy"  starting  point,  the  minutes  now  focus  on  church 
organization.  In  February,  19 16,  the  Trustee  Commitee  mentioned  earlier 
was  formed.  E.  Nuel  Mahler  was  to  serve  one  year,  Nogah  Wood,  two 
years  and  G.  W.  Wood,  three  years.  Sunday  School  was  mentioned  in  the 
February  1916  minutes  for  the  first  time,  although  Sunday  School  reports 
had  been  sent  in  to  the  Association  Meetings  since  1904,  the  year  the 
Johnston  County  Baptist  Association  was  founded.  Nogah  Wood  was 
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appointed  the  Superintendent  of  Sunday  School,  and  Misses  Jessie  Biggs, 
Eva  Kelly,  Elsie  Mahler,  Mittie  Smith  and  Frank  P.  Wood  were  chosen  for 
teachers.  This  may  not  have  been  the  first  Superintendent,  and  certainly 
these  were  not  the  first  teachers,  but  they  are  the  first  who  are  mentioned 
in  the  minutes. 

What  seems  to  have  changed  was  an  attitude.  There  seems  to  be  a 
focusing  on  organizing  the  church,  and  less  on  the  members'  behavior. 
Although  people  continue  to  be  dropped  from  the  roles  there  is  no  blame 
attached  to  them,  it  seems  people  were  dropped  for  lack  of  interest,  or  left 
for  a  more  convenient,  or  more  congenial  church.  Some  of  those  who  left 
went  to  other  faiths,  some  to  Primitive  Baptist,  some  to  the  Advent 
Church,  and  some  to  the  Christian  Church.  All  of  these  denominations  are 
in  the  area.  Perhaps  the  mission  of  "Uniting  Christ  with  culture"  had  been 
accomplished,  and  the  work  at  hand  now  was  to  make  the  churches 
function  smoothly.  To  do  this,  the  work  of  the  church  needed  to  be  divided 
into  jobs,  and  someone  must  always  be  on  thejob.  So  appointing  members 
to  positions  and  seeing  that  the  positions  were  always  filled,  even  if 
someone  left,  became  an  important  focus.  The  minutes  are  now  filled  with 
elections  and  appointments. 

When  C.  E.  Stevens  became  pastor  in  19 17,  the  roll  was  revised  after 
talking  with  distant  members  about  their  nonattendance.  The  membership 
was  larger  than  it  had  ever  been.  In  1918,  it  reached  80  for  the  first  time. 
(By  1922,  it  reached  90,  and  by  1924  it  reached  100.  In  1926  it  was  124) 
Pastor  Stevens  twice  organized  the  church  to  call  on  the  nonattending 
members.  We  cannot  know  if  they  succeeded,  because  the  minutes 
stopped  recording  the  results  of  the  roll  call.  Perhaps  they  were  discour- 
aged by  the  big  proportion  of  "absent"  to  "present". 

WMU 

A  very  important  part  of  this  spirit  of  organization  was  the  founding 
of  what  was  first  called  in  the  minutes  of  July  6,  1935  the  "Missionary 
Society".  Their  President,  who  was  not  named,  reported  1 3  members,  two 
meetings  held,  $1 .20  paid  to  co-operative  program,  and  $.80  state  expense 
fund. 

In  the  next  quarterly  report,  October,  1935,  the  report  of  "WMS"  was 
in  the  minutes,  with  14  members,  $3.60  given  for  missions,  $1.00  for  the 
Margaret  Fund  (does  anyone  know  what  this  is?),  $1. 15  for  fruit  given  to 
County  Home  inmates,  box  of  handerchiefs  sent  to  Miss  Mary  Fay 
McMillan,  and  $1.50  for  literature. 

The  reports  of  the  WMS  continue  to  be  found  in  the  quarterly  reports, 
showing  the  breadth  of  the  women's  concerns:  fixing  song  books,  putting 
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in  front  steps  (1936)  and  rugs  (1938),  window  lights  (1936),  Easter  eggs, 
flowers,  a  picnic  (1936),  all  the  time  raising  money  for  needy  persons  and 
for  the  orphanage  at  Thomasville,  for  Home  Missions,  and  Lottie  Moon 
(1936).  The  WMS  also  collected  money  from  the  church  and  bought  a 
communion  set  in  June  1941. 

It  is  not  until  October  1939  that  the  names  of  the  officers  are  given. 
They  are:  President,  Mrs.  Johnny  Mahler  (Mary  Lee),  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Carson  Blackman  (Pearl  Harding),  Program  Leaders,  Mrs. 
Lacy  Barefoot  (Pearl  Johnson)  and  Marvel  Mahler. 

Carson  Blackman  was  the  nephew  of  Joshua  Blackman,  and  Johnny 
Mahler  was  the  son  of  J.  R.  Mahler,  one  of  the  first  three  deacons,  so  they 
were  second  generation  members.  Pearl  Johnson  was  the  grand-daughter 
of  Frank  and  Susan  Wood,  so  she  was  a  third  generation  member.  In  this 
way  the  generations  overlapped,  and  the  work  of  the  church  was  passed  on. 

On  October  21, 1938,  the  Johnston  Association  WMU  met  with  the 
Blackman*  s  Grove  Church.  A  page  long  resolution  expressing  thanks  is 
on  Page  15 1  of  the  Second  book  of  minutes,  and  also  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Association. 

In  the  Johnston  County  Records,  Mrs.  Nogah  Wood  (Electra)  was  a 
representative  of  WMU  at  the  Association  Meeting  of  1926,  and  for  some 
years  following.  Probably  there  was  a  WMU  at  Blackman's  Grove,  but  its 
activities  were  not  made  part  of  the  minutes.  Perhaps,  it  was  Pearl 
Blackman  as  Clerk  and  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  WMU  who  had 
something  to  do  with  including  WMU  reports  in  the  Quarterly  Reports. 


SUNBEAMS  AND  BYPU 

During  the  same  period,  the  1930*s,  Sunbeams  and  BYPU  were 
organized.  Unlike  the  WMS  (WMU),  these  organizations  did  not  have  a 
continuous  existence,  but  they  flourished  well  into  the  next  generation. 
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ffl.  THE  THIRD  GENERATION 


As  well  as  the  offspring  and  other  family  members  of  the  families 
mentioned  above,  new  families  became  active  in  Blackman's  Grove 
Church.  The  Temples  family  is  an  example.  First  Floyd  Temple  and  his 
wife  Ida  Blackman  Temple  became  members,  their  son  Clifton  married 
Louise  Barefoot,  daughter  of  Lacy  Barefoot  and  Pearl  Johnson  (daughter 
of  Minnie,  the  only  daughter  of  Frank  P.  and  Susan  B.  Wood). 
LouiseTemple  later  was  a  Church  Clerk  from  1951  to  1964.  Louise  is  just 
one  example  of  the  third  generation  of  the  Blackman's  Grove  Church. 

The  1950' s  were  the  days  of  the  third  generation  coming  to  adulthood, 
and  they  were  very  exciting  and  active  days  of  church  growth.  In  October 
1953  Sunday  School  enrollment  reached  a  peak  of  180  with  the  average 
attendance  at  112,  and  the  offering  $671.50  (in  1953  dollars,  too!) 

The  revival  of  1954  is  remembered  by  many  of  today's  third 
generation  members,  now  somewhat  older.  Don  Austin,  of  Billy  Graham's 
organization  preached  and  a  record  of  1 6  additions  to  the  church  followed, 
2  by  letter  and  14  by  baptism. 

HARVEST  SALE 

Another  high  point  of  this  generation  was  the  initiation  of  the  Harvest 
Sale  tradition.  It  was  proposed  by  Pastor  Davis  on  February  25, 1945.  The 
minutes  note  "A  motion  was  passed  mat  the  church  was  to  have  a  harvest 
day,  each  member  is  to  be  asked  to  contribute  in  one  way  or  another  of  the 
several  ways  outlined  by  the  pastor."  A  committee  of  older  people,  (the 
second  generation)  Nogah  Wood,  F.R.  Temple,  W.D.  Beasley  and  J.G. 
Lee  and  Mrs.  J.R.  Mahler,  Jr.  was  formed  to  work  on  it 

An  actual  Harvest  Sale  is  not  mentioned  until  1950,  when  the  Harvest 
Salenetted  $2225.43  (1950  dollars).  Everyone  certainly  did  contribute.  A 
list  from  the  1950  sale  has  290  items.  Included  are  hogs,  bales  of  cotton, 
seed,  fertilizer,  a  case  of  motor  oil,  hams  and  other  cuts  of  meat,  pumpkins, 
peanuts,  turnips,  sets  of  dishes,  quilt  tops,  aprons,  doilies,  hats,  bonnets, 
pillow  cases,  pot  holders,  flowers,  eggs,  cakes,  preserves,  cigars  and  lots 
of  barbecue. 

The  third  generation  recorded  the  first  Vacation  B  ible  School.  Ninety- 
four  children  registered.  This  number  included  the  large  number  of 
children  from  the  local  congregation  and  also  many  children  from  the 
Allen's  Crossroads  community.  A  bus  ministry  had  been  organized  and 
the  men  in  the  church  took  turns  driving  the  bus  and  picking  up  kids  each 
Sunday  and  for  VBS. 
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IV.  THE  FOURTH  GENERATION 


The  children  who  were  raised  in  the  expanded,  flourishing  church  of 
the  1950' s  began  to  take  offices  in  the  church  in  the  1960's  and  1970's. 
One  of  them,  Joyce  Lee  Massengill,  the  daughter  of  Edith  Lee,  the 
daughter  of  Rhetta  Lee,  became  the  first  woman  deacon.  She,  like  the 
others  of  her  generation  was  raised  in  the  church  and  filled  a  number  of 
offices.  Rhetta  Lee,  a  member  of  the  church  since  her  childhood,  was  the 
wife  of  Herbert  E.  Lee,  a  deacon,  and  was  the  sister  of  J.  Garrett  Lee,  a 
deacon  many  times,  and  mentioned  in  the  minutes  many  more  times.  Ann 
Ennis,  daughter  of  James  William  Lee,  son  of  J.Garrett  Lee,  son  Pharoh 
Lee,  is  another  of  that  generation.  Carolyn  Hoiley,  Sheila  Smith  and  Vance 
Wood  are  fourth  generation  descendants  of  Frank  and  Susan  Wood.  All 
three  are  serving  the  church  today.  I  hesitate  to  start  to  mention  these 
because  there  are  others  who  have  made  equal  contributions,  and  are 
equally  related  to  founders  and  early  members,  but  space,  and  my  incom- 
plete genealogical  studies  do  not  allow  me  to  do  justice  to  this  topic  at  this 
time. 

Among  the  new  members  who  swelled  the  rolls  in  the  1950's  were 
those  who  had  no  kinship  ties  to  other  members  but  who  became  very 
active,  and  closely  connected  in  doing  the  work  of  the  Church  and  bringing 
up  their  children  in  the  Church.  An  example  of  this  would  be  the 
Massengill  family,  Lawrence  and  Penny  Parrish.  They  raised  two  sons, 
Larry  and  Stanton  who  have  both  been  deacons,  and  very  energetic  church 
workers. 
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V.  THE  FIFTH  GENERATION 


Some  of  the  recent  members  to  join  the  church,  Angie  Wood,  Michael 
Wood,  Michael  Johnson,  Wayne  Holley,  Jill  Eldridge,  and  Anthony 
Wood  are  the  great,  great  grandchildren  of  founders,  or  very  early 
members.  These  young  people  are  just  beginning  to  take  up  the  work  of 
the  church. 

MANY  OTHERS 

But  let  it  not  be  thought  that  Blackman*  s  Grove  is  a  private  club  only 
for  the  family  members  of  founders  and  early  members.  Many  of  us  have 
no  ancestors,  or  indeed,  relatives  in  the  church,  but  we  are  fully  members 
in  the  Church  family  and  more  importantly,  in  the  Family  of  God.  We  are 
blessed  now  with  a  number  of  young  families  with  growing  children  who 
are  growing  up  in  this  church.  Our  future  lies  with  them  and  with  others 
whom  we  still  have  not  met,  but  are  always  looking  for. 

Blackman's  Grove  Church  is  still  living  under  the  100  year  old 
Covenant  which  states  in  the  Third  acticle:  "We  agree. . .  to  spread  the 
knowledge  of  Jesus  in  our  own  country  and  throughout  the  world  accord- 
ing to  our  ability." 
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VI.  CONTINUITY  AND  CHANGE  IN  100  YEARS 


HOW  BLACKMAN'S  GROVE  CHURCH 
LIVED  FOR  100  YEARS 

The  minutes  of  the  period  from  just  before  the  end  of  World  War  II 
changed  permanently.  The  emphasis  is  on  the  following: 

(1)  Church  organization—deacons  appointed,  Sunday  School  offic- 
ers, and  other  church  officials  including  new  positions  such  as  the  Trustee 
Committee,  and  many  other  special  purpose  committees. 

(2)  An  emphasis  on  building  and  on  financial  matters,  including 
money  spent  on  the  church  building  and  beauufication,  but  also  on  such  as 
our  contributions  to  the  Association^  funds,  missions,  local  charity,  and 
church  expenses. 

CHURCH  ORGANIZATION-CONTINUITY 

Some  of  the  structure  put  in  place  by  the  Founders  remains  in  place 
today.  The  church  started  with  a  revival  in  Josh  Blackman's  store,  and 
revivals  have  taken  place  almost  yearly  for  100  years.  Here  is  a  list  of 
revivals  recorded  in  the  minutes.  It  is  probably  not  complete.  If  any  reader 
knows  of  any  not  on  this  list  please  let  me  know. 


C.  M.  Blanchard  of  Durham  1894 

D.  F.  Putnam  1905 
J.  B.  Jackson  of  Smithfield  1912 
Bro  Britton  1921 
No  Preacher  Recorded  1927 
C.  A.  Upchurch  of  Raleigh  1935 

E.  C.  Shoe  of  Robersonville  1937 
S.B.Wilson  of  Dover  1937 
W.  O.  Andrews  of  Raleigh  1938 
R.  L.  Councilman  1939 
J.  S .  Sargent  of  Hendersonville  1940 
Jasper  Memory  1941 
Forrest  L.Young  1942 
Peyton  Royal  1943 
J.  W.  Davis  1945 
E.  Whissenhunt  of  Clayton  1946 
M.  M.  Johnson  from  Mt  Moriah  1948 
Don  Austin  1954 
Troy  E.  Jones  1955 
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Charlie  Howard  1956 

Clyde  Luther  1958 

Charles  B.Howard  1959 

Lacy  Oliver  1960 

Joe  Puckett  1962 

Don  Austin  1963 

Tom  Freeman  of  Dunn  1964 

Horace  Ricks  1966 

William  Poole  1978 

Ken  Thorston  1979 

Dennis  Collins  1980 

Guy  C.  Moore  1981 

Danny  Poyner  1982 

Tom  Hupp  1983 

David  Adams  (probably)  1984 

J.  William  Crouch  1985 

J.  William  Crouch  (probably)  1986 

Marshall  Fagg  1987 

Leo  Lowry  1990 

Terry  Golden  1991 

Phillip  Anderson  1993 


PASTORS 

There  was  a  pastor  100  years  ago,  Rev.  F.  H.  Poston,  and  there  is  a 
pastor  today,  Rev.  Phillip  Anderson.  During  those  100  years,  many  godly 
men  have  served  as  pastor  at  Blackman's  Grove.  They  have  all  left  their 
mark  on  the  church  as  it  has  grown  and  prospered.  The  church  goes  on  as 
each  pastor  who  leaves  is  replaced  by  another.  A  list  of  those  who  have 
served  follows. 


F.  H.  Poston 

1893-1901 

J.  W.  Suttle 

1901-1904 

D.  F.  Putnam 

1905-1909 

J.  B.  Justice 

1909-1910 

G.  H.  Johnson 

1911-1915 

J.  W.  Smith 

1912-1915 

W.  D.  Harrington 

1915-1916 

R.  M.  von  Miller 

1916-1917 

C.  E.  Stevens 

1917-1920 

M.  P.  Davis 

1921-1923 

J.  A.  Ivey 

1923-1926 
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U.  1 .  rJaicer  (interim; 

A.  L.  Brown 

109/^1090 

V.  C.  Andrews 

1090  1019 

L.  A.  Brown 

D    T     ^\*m  in  salmon 
XV.  JL».  vAJUIlCllIIkill 

10^0-1040 

Jasper  Memory  (Interim) 

ri.  r.  riarreii 

1 044- 1 048 

o.  o.  otepnens 

1Q48  104Q 

rieicner  roru 

1Q4Q-1QS^ 

iroy  n.  j  ones 

10^  1QA1 

JUC  r  UCKCll 

1069-1079 

ixoger  i^ope 

107^-107^ 
iy i j-iy i j 

.Leroy  win 

107^  1081 
Vy  ID-lyol 

Rill  Prtnlf*  (\r\\(*t\v(\\ 

dill  ruuic  \iiiiciiiiij 

1081-1081 

jjanny  rx>yner 

1081  1Q8/1 

Rill  Prmirh 
Dill  V-IUUCL1 

1 084- 1088 

vjciic  v^iayion  vinienniy 

1088-1080 

j  esse  iviixniey,  jr. 

1080-1001 

vjciic  v^iajriuii  \inicimi/ 

1QQ1-1QQ2 

1771 

Phillip  Anderson 

1992-present 

CHURCH  CLERKS 


The  church  elected  its  first  clerk  at  its  first  church  conference  on 
September  16, 1893.  This  was  W.N.  Johnson.  The  following  list  of  clerks 
was  compiled  from  the  minutes.  The  dates  are  usually  the  first  time  the 
signature  appears  at  the  end  of  the  minutes.  Sometimes,  elections  are 
recorded,  but  not  always,  so  there  may  well  be  some  inaccuracies. 


W.  N.  Johnson 

September 

1893 

George  P.  Lee 

March 

1894 

P.  L.  Hayes 

September 

1901 

E.  B.  Hayes 

June 

1902 

J.  L.  Smith 

October 

1909 

J.  G.  Johnson 

December 

1909 

Joseph  Wood 

October 

1915 

Jasper  Morgan 

May 

1917 

Jasper  R.  Blackman 

December 

1921 

Joseph  Wood 

October 

1925 

Jasper  R.  Blackman 

October 

1927 

Lacy  Barefoot 

November 

1933 
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Mrs.  Carson  Barefoot 
W.  D.  Beasley 
Lacy  Barefoot 
Mrs.  Carson  Barefoot 
Henna  Massengill 
Mrs.  Clifton  Temple 
Mrs.  Don  Byrd 

Henna  Massengill  &Carol  Johnson 
Joyce  Lee  Massengill 
Pam  Massengill 


January 
February 


October 
January 


November 
November 


October 
October 
January 
April 


1935 
1945 
1945 
1947 
1950 
1951 
1965 
1966 
1976 
1982 


DEACONS  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS 


More  than  any  other  official,  the  church  depends  on  its  deacons  for 
continuity.  They  are  the  people  who  see  to  it  that  the  church  follows  its  own 
Convenants  and  Constitution,  makes  repairs,  and  that  the  people  are  kept 
informed  on  all  problems.  The  first  three  deacons  recorded  in  the  minutes 
were  J.  G.  Johnson,  P.  L.  Hayes  and  J.  R.  Mahler,  appointed  on  June  15, 
1907.  The  system  for  replacing  deacons  was  not  explained  in  the  early 
minutes,  but  through  the  years  there  have  been  different  ways  of  rotating 
deacons.  Some  times  there  were  three  (at  the  beginning),  or  five,  or  seven. 
Regrettably,  compiling  a  complete  list  of  deacons  will  take  more  time  than 
is  available  now. 

On  February  5, 1916,  a  Trustee  Committee  was  formed,  and  this  too 
has  continued.  Another  important  office  is  Treasurer.  William  H.  Cole 
was  the  first  recorded  Treasurer. 


On  Sunday,  October  15, 1893,  the  fourth  conference  recorded  in  the 
minutes  was  held  and  delegates  to  the  Association  in  Raleigh  were  chosen, 
or  volunteered.  They  were  W.  N.  Johnson,  George  P.  Lee  and  J.  M. 
Blackman.  Blackman's  Grove  was  faithful  in  sending  delegates  to  the 
Association,  and  sometimes  to  the  state  and  later  to  the  national  Baptist 
Conventions. 

The  delegates  to  the  Johnston  County  Baptist  Association  are  re- 
corded in  the  yearbooks  which  contain  the  minutes  and  the  statistical  tables 
from  each  year' s  meetings .  The  first  delegates  to  the  first  meeting  of  JCB  A 
were  Frank  P.  Wood,  P.  L.  Hayes,  and  Ernest  Grice.  Blackman's  Grove 
sent  delegates  every  year  except  1909,  when  the  Association  held  its 
meetings  at  Blackman's  Grove,  and  1917.  The  first  woman  to  serve  as  a 
delegate  was  Mrs.  C.  E.  Stevens,  the  Pastor's  wife,  in  1918.  The  next 


DELEGATES 
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woman  to  be  a  delegate  was  Hessie  Phelps  in  1 923 .  From  that  point  on  both 
men  and  women  acted  as  delegates. 

Keeping  such  close  ties  with  "the  Association"  is  one  reason  for 
Blackman's  Grove  Church's  success.  Help  and  advice  come  down  to  the 
church  through  contact  with  other  churches;  and  the  church  members  feel 
involved  in  the  decisions  that  are  made  when  they  reach  out  to  other 
churches.  The  bonds  that  are  formed  strengthen  all  Baptists. 

BUILDING  THE  CHURCH  -  CHANGE 

Legend  has  it  that  the  first  meeting  of  our  fourteen  founders  and  the 
others  who  soon  became  members  took  place  in  Joshua  Blackman's  store. 
It  was  a  revival  which  inspired  them  to  build  a  church  and  to  act  like 
Missionary  Baptists  and  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ  and  bring  others  to 
salvation.  They  were  successful,  considering  the  sparse  population  of  the 
times.  There  were  about  40  members  for  the  first  two  decades  and  they 
built  a  "straight  church",  a  rectangle  with  a  peaked  roof,  windows  without 
glass  at  first,  with  shutters  which  could  be  opened  or  closed  to  let  hot  air 
in  or  keep  cold  air  out  There  were  probably  three  doors,  the  central  one 
at  one  end,  where  the  Pastor  stood  and  greeted  people  after  the  service,  and 
a  door  on  each  side.  Soon  there  would  be  a  stove  placed  in  the  center  of 
the  church  sending  its  pipes  up  to  the  tall  ceiling.  Older  members 
remember  adventures  with  this  stove  which  remained  in  its  place  into  the 
1930*  s.  Someone  noticed  smoke  leaking  out  at  the  ceiling,  and  climbed 
on  a  chair  to  reach  up  and  "fix  it".  Loosing  his  balance,  he  grabbed  the 
stove  pipe  and,  of  course,  the  sections  came  apart  and  the  church  filled  with 
smoke. 

The  seats  were  plain  wood,  with  narrow  flat  uncushioned  seats.  The 
choir,  when  there  was  one,  sat  on  the  right  (as  you  entered  the  church)  in 
the  front  seats.  The  floor  was  uncovered;  in  fact  the  church  itself  was  not 
covered  until  1920  when  "Bros.  W.  M.  Lee,  Nogah  Wood  and  Otho 
Barefoot  were  appointed  as  commitee  to  buy  shingles  and  nails  to  cover 
the  church  building  work  to  be  done  on  or  about  September  8, 1 920.  Other 
members  present  agreed  to  stand  by  the  committee  in  paying  for  shingles 
and  nails." 

Many  more  times  throughout  the  100  years,  work  was  done  the  same 
way.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  buy  the  materials,  and  the  other 
members  standing  by  to  pay. 

In  1 925  a  committee  extended  the  church  grounds  to  build  a  cemetery. 
Ha  Cole  (Mrs.  William  Cole)  was  the  first  person  to  be  buried  in  it,  and  also 
the  one  to  have  the  fanciest  grave,  complete  with  her  picture  embedded  in 
her  large  headstone  and  a  brick  wall  built  around  her.  When  Mrs.  Cole  died 
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she  was  also  honored  with  a  moving  testament  titled  "A  Resolution  of 
Respect"  written  with  the  flowing  artisitic  hand  of  Joseph  Wood,  the 
church  clerk  at  that  time  (July  3,  1926)  and  signed  by  Mrs.  F.  P.  Wood, 
Miss  Vennie  Wood,  and  Mrs.  E.  Nuel  Mahler. 

In  1936-37  the  church  was  painted  and  the  Sunday  School  rooms 
repaired.  The  WMU  provided  front  steps  in  June,  1936.  In  1938  a  toilet 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  $28  and  WMU  bought  Drugget  rugs  for  the  church. 
In  1939  electric  lights  were  put  in  the  church  in  December,  in  time  for 
Christmas. 

In  1941  a  communion  set  was  bought.  Four  Sunday  School  rooms 
were  built  and  a  heating  plant  installed  in  1949. 

The  1 950' s  brought  a  period  of  great  growth  as  the  third  generation  of 
Blackman's  Grove  families  were  growing  up.  There  was  a  cry  for  "more 
room  for  Sunday  School,"  as  soon  as  possible.  Enrollment  in  Sunday 
School  reached  a  record  high  of  1 85.  The  church  planned  for  an  additional 
14  feet  to  be  added  and  5  Sunday  School  rooms  and  2  bathrooms.  This  plan 
had  to  be  cut  back  a  little,  but  in  1949  the  church  was  remodeled,  four 
Sunday  School  rooms  were  built,  and  a  heating  plant  installed  during 
October  and  November.  I  wonder  if  the  stove  was  missed. 

In  the  1960's  other  refinements  were  added.  In  1962  the  Buz  System 
for  Sunday  School  rooms  was  installed.  It  still  reminds  us  that  time  is 
running  short.  In  1963  air  conditioning  was  ordered  and  in  1964 B  roadman 
Hymnals  were  put  in  the  pews. 

In  the  1970's  the  polishing  continued  with  the  ramp  in  front  of  the 
church  added  in  1979.  Also  in  1979  window  covers  and  pew  cushions 
were  added.  The  American  and  Christian  flags  which  stand  in  the  corner 
for  most  of  the  year  and  are  paraded  by  children  and  young  people  during 
Vacation  Bible  School  were  bought  in  1978. 

In  the  1980's  the  comfort,  convenience  and  beauty  was  enhanced 
again  with  the  addition  of  stained  glass  windows.  A  water  fountain  was 
added  in  1984  as  well  as  Bibles  in  the  pews.  Vinyl  siding  was  added  in 
1987;  landscaping  in  1988  and  a  public  address  system  in  1989. 

The  crowning  improvement  was,  no  doubt,  the  Baptistry  which  was 
added,  ingeniously,  under  the  pulpit  in  1991 .  Generations  of  Blackman's 
Gove  members  signaled  their  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  with  baptism  in 
ponds,  starting  with  Joe  Wood's,  and  then  in  the  baptistries  of  other 
churches.  Finally,  we  had  our  own  baptistry  and  on  August  11,  1991, 
Shannon  Barefoot  and  Angie  Wood  were  the  first  to  be  baptized  in  the 
church.  Angie's  great  great  grandmother,  Susan  B .  Wood  had  become  the 
first  member.  Shannon's  father,  Anthony  is  related  to  M.  H.  Barefoot  who 
was  a  charter  member. 
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VH.  THE  NEXT  HUNDRED  YEARS 


As  we  sit  in  the  comforting  surroundings  it  took  the  first  hundred  years 
to  create,  and  we  enjoy  our  Centennial  Celebration,  we  can  consider  all 
those  who  have  been  members  of  this  little  church,  and  be  grateful  to  them 
for  all  they  have  done.  We  can  take  pride  in  our  own  accomplishments. 
But  let  us  also  think  about  the  Blackman's  Grove  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  to  come. 

Even  more  important  than  the  church  building,  as  comfortable  and 
beautiful  as  that  is,  are  the  ideas  that  the  church  was  founded  on.  The  first 
pages  of  the  first  "Church  Book"  are  filled  with  "Articles  of  Faith", 
eighteen  of  them,  and  the  "Church  Covenant",six  of  them,  and  "Rules  and 
Regulations**,  twenty-three  of  mem.  These  are  dated  August  18th,  1893. 
These  documents  contain  the  idea  of  the  church,  and  those  ideas  are  more 
important  for  the  Church*  s  survival  than  the  building  itself. 

Even  More  than  these  ideas,  noble  and  beautiful  as  they  are,  is  the 
spirit  of  the  Church,  the  Holy  Spirit  that  Jesus  promised  His  followers  two 
thousand  years  ago.  If  we  hold  ourselves  open  to  receive  that  Spirit,  our 
Church  can  go  on  until  Christ  returns  to  gather  it  up. 

Holy  Spirit,  Breathe  on  Us. 
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FOUNDING  MEMBERS 


Susan  B.  Wood 
Frank  Pearsal  Wood 
George  W.  Lee 
Thomas  D.  Lee 
E.  W.  Marler  (Emmanuel) 
M.  H.  Barefoot 
W.  H.  Wood 
J.  M.  Blackman 
G.  P.  Lee 
Julia  B.Wood 
Marina  Godwin 
Selula  Barefoot 

N.  J.  Marlar  (Narcissa  Jane  Barber) 
Bettie  F.  Lee 


FIRST  MEMBERSHIP  LIST  (PAGE  7  IN  BOOK  I) 


1.  Frank  P.  Wood 

2.  Thomas  D.  Lee 

3.  J.  M.  Blackman 

4.  Edward  A.  Lee 

5.  P.  L.  Hayes 

6.  B.K.  Lee 

7.  J.  B.  Barefoot 

8.  W.  A.  Rose 

9.  W.  A.  Lee 


10.  J.B.Godwin 

11.  E.B.Hayes 

12.  Charley  Wood 

13.  G.  W.  Wood 

14.  Adkin  Wood 

15.  W.B.Creech 

16.  Earnest  Grice 

17.  Allen  Grice 

18.  J.  G.  Smith 


(PAGE 

1.  Susan  B.  Wood 

2.  Bettie  F.  Johnson(Lee) 

3.  Susan  E.  Lee 

4.  Sarah  W.  Lee 

5.  Sophronia  E.  Lee 

6.  Rose  Etta  Lee 

7.  Hettie  Ann  Lee 

8.  Serena  Lee 

9.  Ila  Cole 

10.  Harriet  Lee 

11.  Elazabeth  Jane  Barefoot 
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16.  Julia  B.Wood 

17.  Narcissa  Jane  Barbour  Marler 

18.  Elizabeth  J.  Lee 

19.  Lida  Lee 

20.  Scoggy  Smith 

21.  Lula  Smith 

22.  Cornelia  Marler 

23.  Minnie  Wood 

24.  Mary  Godwin 

25.  Fiona  Morgan 

26.  Lillie  Grice 
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12.  Frankie  George  27.  Rosella  Blackman 

13.  Fanny  J.  Hayes  28.  Rosell  Blackman 

14.  Susan  C.  Williams  29.  Sinda  Hayes 

15.  Selula  Barefoot  30.  Effey  Grice 

SECOND  MEMBERSHIP  LIST  (page  200,  Book  I) 


1.  F.P.Wood 

2.  T.  D.  Lee 

3.  J.  M.  Blackman 

4.  Edward  A.  Lee 

5.  P.  L.  Hayes 

6.  B.  K.  Lee 

7.  W.  A.  Rose 

8.  W.  A.  Lee 

9.  J.B.  Godwin 

10.  E.  B.  Hayes 

11.  J.  G.  Smith 

12.  Charley  Wood 

13.  G.  W.  Wood 

14.  Adkin  Wood 


15.  Earnest  Grice 

16.  W.B.Creech 

17.  A.  P.  Grice 

18.  J.  R.  Marler 

19.  G.  W.  Godwin 

20.  Joseph  Thomas 

21.  G.  W.  Hayes 

22.  J.  G.  Johnson 

23.  Jessy  Williams 

24.  A.  H.  Phelps 

25.  A.  P.  Lee 

26.  W.  W.  Lee 

27.  J.  L.  Smith 


Page  202,  Book  I 


1.  Susan  B.  Wood 

2.  Bettie  B.  Johnson 

3.  Susan  E.  Lee 

4.  Sarah  W.  Lee 

5.  Sophronia  E.  Lee 

6.  Rosettie  Lee 

7.  Hettian  Lee 

8.  Serena  Lee 

9.  IlaCole 

10.  Harriet  Lee 

1 1 .  Elizabeth  Jane  Lee 

12.  Frankie  George 

13.  Fannie  J.  Hayes 

14.  Susan  C.  Williams 

15.  Selula  Barefoot 

16.  Julia  B.Wood 

17.  N.  J.  Marler 
(Narcissa  Jane  Barber) 


18.  Elizabeth  J.  Lee 

19.  Lida  Lee 

20.  Scoggy  Smith 

21.  Lula  Smith 

22.  Cornelia  Marler 

23.  Minnie  Johnson 

24.  Mary  Blackman 

25.  Floria  Adams  (nee  Morgan) 

26.  Lillie  Grice 

27.  Rosella  Keen 

28.  Lula  Lee 

29.  Sinda  Hayes 

30.  Effey  Grice 

31.  Pherby  Hayes 

32.  Junion  Lee 

33.  MattieLee 

34.  Mattie  O.  Lee 
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